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On March 17, the Legislative Assembly confirmed the appointment of Rodrigo Carazo Zeledon to
the new post of Human Rights Ombudsman. Carazo, an attorney and economist, is the son of former
president Rodrigo Carazo Odio (1978- 1982). He was selected for the post from among a list of ten
candidates. Following his appointment, Carazo told reporters he envisions the Ombudsman's office
as an intermediary between the government and the population on civil and human rights issues.
"It is not incumbent upon this office to define new guidelines for the exercising of such rights,"
Carazo said. "Our task is rather to operate within the bounds of the country's existing legal and
administrative framework." Some local human rights advocates have expressed disappointment
regarding the limited mandate and enforcement powers of the new office. But those who defend
the new post contend that the Ombudsman will be able to substantially improve respect for the
rights of the population through such means as persuasion, conciliation, public reprimands, and
by prosecuting cases in the courts. Under the auspices of the Central American peace process,
similar ombudsman offices were established last year in El Salvador and Honduras. A human rights
ombudsman was established in Guatemala in 1986. (Source: Agence France-Presse, 03/17/93)
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